Cerebro-ocular dysgenesis (Walker-Warburg syndrome): neuropathologic and etiologic analysis.
We studied three cases (two of them siblings) with ocular and cerebral dysgenesis (Walker-Warburg syndrome). The histologic changes suggest that the disorder results from a sclerosing meningoencephalitis active through the second and third trimesters, but different from that typically encountered with known congenital pathogens. This illness was encountered first in the 1930s and has been reported with increasing frequency since 1970. The risk of recurrence among siblings exceeds 50%, with a predilection for involving consecutive siblings, a high incidence of reproductive failure, and no transmission across generations. The evidence suggests that an acquired agent may be transmitted transplacentally through consecutive pregnancies.